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https://twitter.com/NWF_Raiders
Visit our new website at:
www.NWFRaiders.com

Men

A After finishing the 2013-14 season 
with a solid 22-6 record under 

first-year head Coach Steve DeMeo, the 
Raider Men have rebuilt and are striving 
for even more success for 2014-15. Along 
with this rebuilding, come changes within 
the coaching staff after the departure of 
Coaches Kiefer and Cline at the end of 
last season. Coach Grant McMillan 
was hired this summer to round out 
Coach DeMeo’s assistants and join 
Coach Rory Kuhn. Coach McMillan, 
a native of Van, Texas and TCU 
grad, comes to Niceville from 
Independence Community College in 
Independence, Kansas where he helped 
lead the Pirates of ICC to their first 
conference title in fourteen years. 

With last year’s team mainly 
consisting of sophomore 
transfers, this year’s team 
is once again entirely 
reconstructed with only two 
returners. One of those returners 
is Benji Bell, an All-Panhandle Conference 2nd Team 
selection and the second leading scorer for the 
Raiders last year as a freshman, who will join fellow 
sophomore returner Xavier Moon as the veteran 
leadership for this year’s version of the Raiders. 
Although there are only two returning Raiders 
from last season, the team is surely not lacking 
in experience. Coach DeMeo and his staff have 
brought in a number of talented players including 
four additional sophomores and six talented 
freshmen. Among the sophomores are junior college 
transfers Treshaad Williams from South Georgia 
Tech in Americus, Georgia and Keith Charleston 
from Lebette Community College in Parsons, Kansas. 
In fact, both Williams and Charleston were both 

outstanding performers at their previous 
schools. The Raiders also acquired two 

Division-I transfers in the form of Jalen 
Jackson, a 6’6” guard from the University 
of Central Arkansas, and Jordan Capps, 
a 6’7” forward from Samford University. 
Among the freshmen for this year are 
two notable international recruits, Nikola 

Vujovic from Serbia and William Pfister 
from France. Both are outstanding talents 
that made waves in their native countries. 

With the upcoming season inching 
closer, DeMeo, his staff, and the Raiders 
are looking forward with great anticipation. 

Their combination of ability and experience, 
both at the junior college and Division-I level, 

should prove to be extremely beneficial in 
helping to reach their ultimate goal of reclaiming a 
position at the top of the Panhandle Conference, 
the FCSAA, and the nation. 

Women

W ith the recent naming of Tamela 
McCorvey as the acting head 

women’s basketball coach and yet another 
successful season behind them, the Lady 
Raiders are ready for what the 2014-15 
season has in store. Last season saw the 
Lady Raiders achieve a 
26-7 record (9-3 in 
Panhandle play), be 
named runner-up in 
both the Panhandle 
Conference and the 
FCSAA/NJCAA Region 
VIII tournament, and advance 
all the way to the Elite Eight in the NJCAA 
National Tournament after receiving an 
at-large bid. The Ladies would eventually 
end their season as the #7 ranked team in 
the country. 

Unlike the normal story of junior college sports, 
this year’s version of the Lady Raiders is not about 
rebuilding. Of the twelve ladies on the roster, six 
of them are returning Raiders. All but one, redshirt 
freshman Tia Sanders, saw a ton of action last 
season and were integral in the team’s success.  In 
fact, all five returning sophomores were participants 
in the annual NJCAA Women’s Basketball All-Star 
Tournament. Standouts like reigning Panhandle/
FCSAA Player of the Year and NJCAA All- American 
Simone Westbrook and Panhandle All-Conference 
selections Takisha Jordan and Tyshara Fleming are 
sure to be complimented by some of the amazing 
new talent that has made its way to Niceville. 

Among the new members of the Lady Raiders is 
sophomore transfer from Independence Community 
College, Daniela Wallen. A native Venezuelan, Wallen 
was an amazing freshman at ICC and an MVP for the 

Venezuelan national team. Other notable 
new faces for the Lady Raiders include Fort 

Walton Beach’s Mercedez Claybrone, an 
all-star for the Vikings last year, and Acey 
Powell, an All-State 1st Team performer 

from Pensacola’s Washington 
High School. 

After finishing second in 
conference play and the state 
tournament and yet another 
trip to the NJCAA National 
Tournament, the Lady Raiders 
are poised to be extremely 
successful in the 2014-15 
season. With such a gifted 

group of veterans returning 
to the Lady Raider squad, they are 

hungry to hoist even more banners 
to The Arena ceiling, and they know 

exactly what they have to do to 
accomplish this.  We in Raider Country 

are certainly enthusiastic for what lies 
ahead in the coming months.

Men’s and Women’s Basketball Previews

T he 2014 Northwest Florida State College Golf Classic was held 
Friday, June 13th at Eglin Golf Club’s Eagle Course with the 

money generated being used to directly fund scholarships for NWF State 
College student-athletes. The tournament featured 4-person teams 
from across Northwest Florida competing for prizes and bragging rights. 
Not only did players receive door prizes as part of their participation, 
the teams that finished with the best rounds in their flights won Edwin 
Watts gift cards as part of their awards. The winning teams for this 
year’s tournament included: First Florida Bank for Flight C, Bluewater 
Orthopedics #2 for Flight B, and Systems Specialist, Inc. #1 for Flight A/
Grand Champions. With the help of our three amazing sponsors, Mark 
Woolsey Allstate Insurance, Bluewater Orthopedic, and Twin Cities 
Hospital, we were able to host yet another successful tournament to 
benefit our student-athletes. Thank you to all who participated!

The 2014 Northwest Florida State College Golf Classic 

Mark Woolsey Allstate Insurance Team - Sponsor Twin Cities Hospital Team - Sponsor

Bluewater Orthopedics Team #1 & #2 - Sponsor

First Florida Bank - 

winning team

Bluewater Ortho #2 - winning team

Systems Specialists, Inc #1 

- winning team
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R ecognizing outstanding alumni is one way the 
Northwest Florida State College Foundation 

demonstrates its commitment to showcasing the 
impact of NWF State College on the personal and 
professional lives of its graduates and the community 
in which it serves. These honorees represent the 
thousands of alumni who contribute in countless ways 
to business, education, the arts and society. Awardees 
are honored because they personify the NWF State 
College tradition of excellence, bringing distinction to 
themselves and to NWF State College through their 
outstanding achievements.

Any alumnus, college volunteer, community 
member, faculty, staff or emeriti faculty/staff member 

may nominate individuals for the award. Applications 
may be submitted to the Foundation Office in person, 
by mail, or email. Nominators are encouraged to use 
the Alumni Award online nomination form which can 
be found at www.NWFSCfoundation.org/Alumni/
NominateDistinguishedAlum.cfm. Deadline for 
nominations is February 1, 2015.

Alumni Awards are open to all OWJC, OWCC, OWC 
and/or NWFSC alumni who have earned a degree 
or completed a certificate program from NWF State 
College (or OWJC, OWCC, OWC) and meets one or 
more of the following eligibility criteria:

•  Distinguished Alumni – Is a true success story in 
a state or national arena.

•  Against the Odds – Has achieved success despite 
adversity.

•  Rising Star – Is under 40 years of age, a success 
story with potential for achievement in a state 
or national arena.

•  Hometown Hero – Has achieved success within 
nominating college’s district and demonstrated 
notable community involvement

Alumni Awards will be presented August 21, 2015 
at the NWF State College Foundation Annual Dinner. 
For more information, please call the Foundation 
office at (850) 729-5357.

Foundation Seeks Nominations For The

2015
Call for Nominations

Your participation is requested! Please submit your nominations for the 
2015 Northwest Florida State College Alumni Awards by February 1, 2015.

Alumni Awards
Northwest Florida State College

A lpha Phi Alpha fraternity recently donated 
$2,000 to fund a 2014-2015 Northwest Florida 

State College Pacesetter scholarship. The Pacesetters 
Scholarship Program assists African-American males 
who graduated from high school in Okaloosa or Walton 
counties and will attend college for the first time during 
the upcoming fall term.

The experience of serving as a Pacesetter includes 
the opportunity to be mentored by community 
leaders, as well as a requirement to complete the 
Service Learning Seminar course, through which the 
Pacesetters volunteer as mentors in local elementary 
schools.

Daiquan Brown is the newest Alpha Phi Alpha 
Pacesetter. The scholarship is currently valued at $1,000 
per year and is renewable for a second academic year. 
Alpha Phi Alpha has supported the Pacesetter program 
since 2009. Thank you Alpha Phi Alpha!

$2,000 Donation to the 
NWF State College Pacesetters

Front row (L to R): Clarence Hixson-Wells, 
Leonard Jordan III, Curtis Jarrett. 

Back row (L to R): Daiquan Brown, Quentine Stuckey.


